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1857.] MADAME LE VERT'S TRAVELS. 573 

or issuing reports full of nauseating details or threadbare common- 
places, put such noble workers as President Nott, Bishop Potter, and 
Professor Lewis in the fore-front of their battle-array, and strike at the 
intelligence, talent, and influence of the country by such publications as 
constitute the volume of which we have now given an imperfect descrip- 
tion and an inadequate eulogy ? 



25. — Kiana: a Tradition of Hawaii. By James J. Jaetes. 
Boston : James Munroe & Co. 1857. 12mo. pp. 277. 

There is a tradition among the natives of Hawaii, that, long before 
Captain Cook visited the island, a white priest arrived there, bringing 
with him an idol which was enrolled in the calendar of the Hawaiian 
gods, and that he acquired great reputation for goodness and an ex 
tended influence ; also, that from a wrecked vessel the captain and his 
sister reached the shore, and were hospitably received, and adopted into 
the families of the chiefs. It is certain that, shortly after the conquest 
of Mexico, Cortez sent on an exploring expedition to California three 
vessels, two of which never returned. There are good reasons for be- 
lieving that the wreck of one of these vessels may have cast upon Hawaii 
the white strangers of native tradition. Mr. Jarves has made them the 
heroes of the romance before us. The story is strongly conceived, 
abounds in conjunctures of thrilling interest, and is wrought out with 
great vividness and power. The narrative is interspersed with such 
descriptions of Hawaiian scenery as indicate an artist's eye and a poet's 
soul. The conversations, however, abound with anachronisms and (if 
we may be permitted to coin a word of which reviewers are sorely in 
need) anatopisms, untutored savages of the sixteenth century being 
represented in several instances as talking and reasoning like cultivated 
and sceptical Frenchmen of the nineteenth. 



26. — Souvenirs of Travel. By Madame Octavia Walton Le 
Veet. In two vols. New York : S. H. Goetzel & Co. 1857. 
12mo. pp. 348, 348. 

A new record of European travel would seem the last thing that the 
public taste could demand or tolerate. Yet we believe that Madame 
Le Vert will find appreciating readers, even among those who have 
thought themselves completely satiated with books of this description. 
We do not regard Madame Le Vert's descriptive talent as superior to 
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